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President Nixon con- 
ferred twice yesterday with 
his official advisers on the 
loss of the EC-121 reconnais- 
sance plane off North Ko- 
-♦rea, but he gave no indica- 
tion of what response, if 
any, he will make. 

Secretary of State William 
P. Rogers announced at a 
luncheon meeting of the Amer- 
ican Society of Newspaper Edi- 
tors that the President would 
discuss the incident at a previ- 
ously scheduled news confer^ 
ence at 11:30 a.m. Friday. 

Rogers himself declined to 
comment about the plane in 
i- the . question-and-a n s w e r 
e period. But in his prepared 
. speech he appeared to be re- 
ferring to the attack when he 
*' said that in international af- 
fairs “the weak can be rash; 
if. the powerful must be more re- 
J strained.” 

; l This generalized comment 
was in line with previous in- 
“ dications that the Administra- 
tion was moving cautiously, 
t Officials would give no guid- 
3 ance, however, on what moves, 
.- diplomatic or military, the 
1 President could or would 
i order. 

One informed source said 
the Administration was explor- 
ing possible diplomatic moves 
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although they joffered little 
hope of achieving much. He 
suggested that a military re- 
sponse was less likely. 

Rogers said that “complex- 
ity in world affairs should 
teach us the need to act re- 
sponsibly, to substitute co- 
operation for coercion, and to 
move from confrontation to 
negotiation of the issues that 
divide nations.” 

“Great power, does not mean 
great freedom of action and 
decision,” the Secretary told 
the editors. “On the contrary, 
it often means very narrow 
choices of action, and what we 
can do to influence events in* 
a given case well may be mar- ' 
ginal.” / 

When asked if the case 
would be taken to 'the United 
Nations, State Department 
spokesman Robert J. McClos- 
key replied: “I know of no 
decisions that have been 
reached on what the next step 
is going to be.” 

McCloskey said there had 
been no contact with North 
Korea and no decision on 
whether to accept a North Ko- 
rean request to meet at Pan- 
munjom. 

One source said the problem 
of accepting a meeting at Pan- 
munjom was that it might 

* play into the hands v of the 
North Koreans, who could 

• make their charges and then 
; walk out without giving the 

United States a hearing. 

See DIPLOMACY, A9, Col. 3 
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The standing instructions 
for those flights were to stay 
it least 40 nautical miles off 
the North Korean coast. But 
m the fateful EC-121 flight, 
the Pentagon said, the crew 
tvas ordered to stay at least 50 
lautical miles out. 

"An intensive search was 
launched in the Sea of Japan 
at a spot about 95 miles south- 
east of Chongjin, North Korea, 
shortly after the; reconnais- 
sance plane was reported 
nissin'g. 

The Soviet destroyers were 
n the search area. One of 
them picked up a wheel and 
ladder that couid have come 
from the downed plane. 

Americans in search planes 
out of South Korea talked to 
the Russians combing the Sea 
of Japan for survivors. A radio 
was parachuted to the Soviet 
ships to facilitate communica- 
tions. A Russian - speaking 
American 1 was put aboard one 
of the planes. 

Asked whether there was 
any precedent for Soviet co- 
operation in the search opera- 
tions, officials said they knew 
of none. But they warned 
against reading any *great ( 
political significance intp the ' 
Soviet response, calling it < 
“perfectly natural and expect- 
ed” under the circumstances, 
since Soviet ships were closest 
to'the presumed crash site, y 
'State Department spokes- 
man Robert J. McCloskey said 
there was no further U.S.- 
Soviet contact following 
Rogers* . 15-minute meeting 
with Ambassador Anatoliy 
Dobrynin at noon Tuesday. 

Other officials said the first 
hint that, the Russians had 
acceded to the American re- 
quest for help came when 
their ships were seen moving 
toward the site. f • • > 

One official noted also that 
Soviet press treatment of the 
episode had been relatively 
restrained. 

Debri’s Picked tip 

The Navy frigate Dale and 
the destroyer Tucker, which 
steamed out of Sasebo, Japan, 
Tuesday* fcight searched by 
daylight yesterday 'for survi- 
vors. The Dale picked up two 
pieces of aircraft fuselage 
with shrapnel holes in them. 

The holes could have been 
made by the exploding war- 
head of an air-to-air fissile or 
by gunfire. The Dale also pick- 
ed up a flare and a piece of 
parachute, indicating that at 
least one crew member had 


time to bail out. 

The Pentagon said the EC- 
121 during its flight had kept 
in touch with its Navy base 
at Atsugi, Japan. The flight 
started there 5 p.m. EST Mon- 
day and was to have lasted 8 Yz 
hours. % . < ' • 

The last voice contact 
between the plane and its 
base was at 6*17 t*.M. EST on 
Monday. :The last message of 
any kind— a radio teletype— 
was transmitted 'about IT' p.m. 

The Pentagon said there was 
no radio report from the plane 
of trouble before it 'vyas down- 
ed. 

Two North Korean Migs ap- 
parently jumped' the Ameri- 
can plane apd opened fire. 
There was no indication that 
the attackers first tried to 
force the| plane to a landing 
m North Korea. H : ; 

Sources briefed on the inci- 
dent said yesterday that 
Americans tracked the attack- 
ing fighters on radar and had 
time to warn the Navy EC-121. 
But there was nothing much 
the unarmed reconnaissance 
aircraft — with a speed of 300 
mph could do to save itself. 

There were no American 
fighters escorting the EC-121. 

Reports from Japan said the 
radar tracking of the attack 
was under the U. S. 5th Air 
Force Combat Operations 
Center at Fuchu in the Tokyo 
suburbs. The tracking net in- 
cludes a station at Sokcho on 
South Korea’s east coast, just 
below the Communist border. 

In Washington, officials 
briefed yesterday on the plane 
incident were told about the 
radar tracking in hush-hush 
terms. 

Dismaying Problems 

While officials at these 
briefings came away impressed 
by American radar capability 
in Southeast Asia, they were 
at the same time dismayed by| 
what they heard about the | 


command and control prob- 
lems that cropped up on this 
“flying Pueblo” disaster. 

There was a long, delay, in- 
formed sources said, in getting 
the word from Japan- to Wash- 
ington. One official who was 
briefed called the communica- 
tions gap “intolerable.” 

A Pentagon spokesman, 
when asked last night about 
the communications problem 
between Japan and Washing- 


ton, would say only that the 
EC-121 incident is still being 
reconstructed. 

The communications delay, 
according to one -source, was 
“about an hour.” This com- 
pares with the maximum 30 
minutes warning the United 
■ States expects to have of a 
| missile attack. The President 
would have to be informed of 
the attack and make up his 
-mind what to do about it in 
that time. 

Several lawmakers learned 
about the communications gap 
on the EC-121 incident and 
vowed to look into it. 

The Pueblo — hijacked on 
the high seas off Wonsan by 
North Korean gunboats Jan. 
23, 1968 — was plagued with 
communications problems dur- 
ing its reconnaissance missions 
! Rep. Oitis G. Pike (D.-N.Y.) 
is chairman of a House Armed * 
Services subcommittee investi- 
gating the Pueblo disaster, 
with special emphasis on com- 
mand and control problems. 

In an interview yesterday, 
he said there were many paral- 
lels between the Pueblo and 
Navy EC-121 incidents, includ- 
ing: 

“The manner in which the 
mission was originated; the 
manner in which it was re- 
viewed and approved by high- 
er authority; the manner in 
which the decision was made 
not to protect it; the fact that 
it was unprotected; the fact 
that being unprotected, there 
was no possible way to help 
it simply because they were 
closer than we were.” 

The most worrisome thing 
of all about the Pubelo and 
EC-121 experiences, Pike said, 
“is the time which elapses 
between a crisis of this kind 
occuring in one part of the 
world and the time knowledge 
of it reaches Washington.” 
r This lag in command and 
control, the lawmaker said, 
is why he is opposed to build- 
ing an anti-ballistic missile 
system. 

The record shows, Pike said, 
that “we have, just never 
been able to get the message 
through and get a decision 
and react in the time frame 
•required to react.’? 

As for what to do about 
future intelligence missions in 
international hot spots, Pike 
said it boils down to a choice 
of protecting them or conduc- 
ting fewer \pf them to reduce 
the risk oi disaster. 



The USS aircraft carrier Kitty Hawk (a 
file photo) has cut short a holiday visit 


to Hong Kong and is reported ready to 
sail for an undisclosed destination. 
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Two Soviet Navy destroyers search for American EC-121 reconnaissance plane down in the 
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Sea of Japan. 


